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Key points
lBe confident
Pupils, particularly younger
ones, quickly realise whether
a teacher is in control of the
technology.
lHave a fall-back strategy
They respond accordingly. If a
projector doesn’t work or a
computer crashes, Children
don’t want to feel that ICT is
the only strand of a teaching
strategy.
lChallenge children
At Westbourne primary,
Marcel and the other
teachers took 10-year-olds
into the Windows control
panel to change settings. 
The children were unfazed at
exploring an area of the
computer that many adults
are terrified to enter. 
lChallenge their senses
Music isn’t just auditory. The
visual aspect reinforces the
learning experience and
makes it more stimulating. If
children can “see” music as
well as hear it, they’re more
likely to grasp principles such
as pitch, tempo and beat. The
music is accessible to a wider
range of learning styles.
lTalk their language
“The style of music that
children prefer often defines
what they feel about
themselves,” says Marcel.
Music created using ICT is a
“learning tool that speaks in
a language they can relate
to”. And it enables teachers
to create a platform for
disseminating more
conventional music skills. 
lKeep it simple
The basic idea of O-Generator
is the on-screen circle.
Everything stems from 
that. Children can be
overwhelmed by a traditional
score.
l If it works, adopt it
Marcel’s software partner
came up with the circular
interface. Marcel didn’t object.

Links
lwww.bassistry.com
lwww.o-music.tv/
lwww.sibelius.com
Sibelius Music Software
distributes O-Generator
worldwide
lwww.ictadvice.org.uk/
downloads/ entitlement_doc/
entitle_music_prim.doc
lhttp://eduwight.iow.gov.uk/
curriculum/foundation/music
/musict/ictresou.asp
lwww.kented.org.uk/ngfl/
subjects/music/qca/ict.htm
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For once, going round in circles has proved to be a positive thing. O-Generator has certainly grabbed the attention of these children

STEVE FORREST/INSIGHT

O-Generator review, TES Online, November 4th 2005
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